
Has anyone ever shown you from the Bible
 how you can know for certain that you will 

go to heaven when you die?
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Why do we hear so many different messages today?  Is there 
more than one gospel?  What really is “The Gospel” accord-
ing to the Bible?

Copyright © 1988 by Ronald R. Shea.
All Rights Reserved

The word “Gospel” means “good news.”  It is the good news 
of how you can have a loving, personal relationship with God 
that gives meaning and purpose to this life, and, at the same 
time, gives you the certainty that you will spend eternity with 
Him in heaven.

Many people today claim that they are preaching the Gospel, 
yet they all seem to have different messages.

Invite Jesus into 

your heart!

K LIFE

Say a sinner’s 
prayer!

Repent and be 

baptized!

Give your heart 
to God!

Come forward and confess  Christ publicly!

Make a personal

 commitment to Christ!
Deny yourself, take 

up your cross, and 
follow Christ!

Turn your life 

over to Jesus!

Pray
 to receive 

     
     

Christ
!

Make Christ the
 Lord of your life!

Put Christ on the 

throne  of your life!

Turn from your 
sins to God!

Before we begin, would you answer three helpful ques-
tions?

1. What have you been told that the gospel is?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

2. If you died tonight and stood before God, and He 
asked:  “Why should I let you into My heaven?”  what 
would you say?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

3. If you died right now, do you know with absolute 
certainty that you would go to heaven?

q

q

Yes!  I am absolutely certain that I would go 
to heaven.

No, I do not know with “absolute certainty” 
that I would go to heaven.
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SEPARATION FROM GOD
The result of sin is clear:

Your sins have made a barrier between you and your 
God.         Isaiah 59:2

SIN CREATES A BARRIER THAT SEPARATES
MAN FROM GOD

God is both holy (spiritually clean) and infinite. Therefore, 
He is infinitely holy!  Consequently, even the smallest sin 
is infinitely offensive to Him.  Thus, the Bible teaches that 
even the smallest sin is enough to eternally separate man 
from God.  God cannot allow sin in His presence.

SIN
To understand the good news of how the relationship be-
tween God and man must be restored, one must first un-
derstand how that relationship fell into ruin.

The Word of God teaches us:

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 
Romans 3:23

We were dead in sins . . . .   Ephesians 2:5

God is holy (spiritually clean) and man is sinful (spiritually 
unclean).  Just as a person who was physically clean could 
not tolerate being next to a dead, decaying, stinking ani-
mal, so a perfect and holy God cannot allow a sinful and 
imperfect man into His presence.  Man is dead in his sins!



MAN’S EFFORTS ARE USELESS!
Man has always sought a way to cross the barrier that sepa-
rates him from God.  He has tried to break through it by bap-
tism, good works, loving your neighbor, sacraments, joining 
some particular church or denomination, etc.  But the Bible 
teaches that no work of sinful man can ever tear down the 
barrier of sin that separates Holy God from sinful man.

The Bible says:

But we are like an unclean thing, and all our righteous-
ness are as filthy rags.          Isaiah 64:6

To attempt to wash away your sins through your own works is 
as hopeless as trying to wash a dirty face using a dirty greasy 
rag!  There is absolutely nothing that man can do to erase his 
sins and cross the barrier that separates him from God.  (Also 
see Haggai 2:12-14; Luke 18:10-14; Romans 3:20; 3:27-38; 
4:5; Galatians 3:10-11, 21)
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THE GOSPEL
The word “Gospel” means “Good News.”  Since we can never 
come into God’s presence in our sins, God sent Jesus to die for 
our sins, and then raised Him from the dead on the third day.

Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the gospel . . . that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that he rose again on the third 
day according to the Scriptures.    1 Corinthians 15:1-4

Many people truly believe that Jesus died and rose again 
from the dead, but what does the Bible mean when it says 
that Jesus died “for our sins?”  How did his death tear 
down the barrier between God and man?

THE GOSPEL IS THAT 
CHRIST DIED FOR OUR 
SINS AND ROSE AGAIN 

FROM THE DEAD.

GOD

JESUS CHRIST

MAN

THUS, JESUS TORE DOWN THE BARRIER OF SIN BY DYING 
FOR OUR SINS AND RISING AGAIN FROM THE DEAD.

BARRIER

SINOF



THE PROBLEM:  GOD MUST PUNISH 
THOSE WHO BEAR THE GUILT OF SIN
The Bible tells us that since God is holy and just, He must 
punish those who bear the guilt of sin.

Let no man deceive you with vain words, for because of 
these things comes the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience.         Ephesians 5:6

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of man.    Romans 1:18

God’s justice requires that those who bear the guilt of sin must 
suffer God’s just punishment.  (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9; Matthew 
25:46; Revelation 20:10.)   How Christ freed us from God’s wrath 
through His own death can be explained in three steps.
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STEP 1:  IMPUTATED GUILT: Christ took 
our sins upon Himself by legal declaration.
The first step in the redemption of mankind was for Jesus Christ 
to bear the sins of the world in His body on the cross.  When 
Jesus hung on the cross, God took all the sins of the world (past, 
present and future) and placed (“imputed”) them onto Christ.

And the Lord has laid on Him [Jesus] the iniquity [sin] of 
us all.             Isaiah 53:6

Who His own self bore our sins in His body on the tree.    
1 Peter 2:24

For He [God the Father] made Him Who knew no sin 
[Jesus] to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.            2 Corinthians 5:21

IN THE COURT OF HEAVEN, JESUS WAS DECLARED 
GUILTY OF THE SINS OF THE WORLD

Since God must punish those declared guilty of sin, whom 
would God now have to punish?

The wrath of 
God must fall 
on those who 
bear the guilt 

of sin.
Jesus bore
the sins 

of the world 
in his body 

on the cross.
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STEP 3: SATISFACTION (PROPITIATION)
CHRIST’S DEATH PAID IN FULL FOR OUR SINS, THERE-
BY SATISFYING GOD’S ANGER AND JUSTICE.
Since Jesus died in our place for our sins, God’s justice was satis-
fied.  Jesus paid for all man’s sins, so any man who chooses to 
accept that payment will never have to experience the eternal 
wrath of God which must come upon all man’s sins.

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to 
grief.  When thou [God the Father] shall make His [Jesus’] 
soul an offering for sin . . . He shall see the travail of His 
soul, and shall be satisfied.                      Isaiah 53:10-11

When Jesus therefore received the vinegar, He said, “It is 
finished,” and He bowed his head and gave up His Spirit. 

John 19:30
The phrase “It is finished” was actually an expression used in 
Rome in the time of Christ when a debt had been paid in full (Kit-
tel, vol. VIII, pp. 57-60).  When Jesus shouted this just before He 
died, He was indicating that He had made a perfect, complete and 
final payment for sin.  (Also see Colossians 2:13-14).

THUS, JESUS HAS TORN DOWN THE BARRIER BETWEEN 
GOD AND MAN BY PAYING FOR OUR SINS THROUGH 

HIS OWN DEATH ON THE CROSS.
How can Jesus’ death be so valuable that it can pay not only for 
all of your sins, but for all the sins of all men of all ages?
        It is because . . .
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STEP 2  SUBSTITUTION
CHRIST DIED IN OUR PLACE
Since God must punish those who bear the guilt of sin, He 
poured out His wrath upon Jesus in our place.  Jesus became 
our “substitute.”  He was punished for our sins, and died in 
our place.

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities.  The chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him.            Isaiah  53:5

And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying . . . “My God, My God, why have you for-
saken me?”      Matthew 27:46

God punished His 
own Son, Jesus, in 
our place.

Paid
in

Full
Paid

in
Full

exploitin
g the poor
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FAITH (TRUST) IS THE HAND BY WHICH WE REACH 
OUT AND ACCEPT THE ETERNAL LIFE OFFERED FREELY 

IN JESUS CHRIST.

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through 
wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the 
foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe.                1 Corinthians 1:21

FAITH:  MAN’S RESPONSE TO CHRIST
Jesus did all the work necessary to save man from his sins.  
However, before we can experience the benefits that God 
has provided through Christ’s death on the cross, God re-
quires that we believe (trust) in Jesus, and what He has ac-
complished through His death.

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed 
on Christ Jesus that we might be justified by faith in 
Christ, and not by the works of the law; for by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified.        Galatians 2:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believes on Him will not perish, 
but have everlasting life.            John 3:16

(In fact, there are over 160 verses in the New Testament 
which declare that the only condition for receiving eternal 
life is faith in Jesus Christ.  Among them are John 1:7, 1:12, 
3:18, 5:24, 6:29, etc.)

FAITH

JESUS IS GOD
Jesus is God!  He is eternally equal in every way with the Father!  
He simply became man so He could die for our sins, but He 
never stopped being God!

And Thomas answered and said to Him:  “My Lord and my 
God.”  Jesus said to him:  “Because you have seen Me you 
have believed.  Blessed are they who have not seen Me and 
yet have believed.”         John 20:28-29

(Also see John 1:1, John 8:58-59  (c.f. Exodus 3:13-14); John 10:30; 
1 Timothy 3:16; Titus 2:13; Colossians 2:2, 2:9; Hebrews 1:8).

Those who deny the divinity of Jesus will receive eternal con-
demnation.  Jesus said:

You are from beneath; I am from above.  You are of this 
world, I am not of this world.  I said therefore unto you that 
you shall die in your sins, for if you believe not that I am He, 
you shall die in your sins.           John 8:23-24

(Also see John 11:25-27, 20:31; Acts 9:20; 16:30-31; 1st John 5:13)

WHY DID GOD BECOME A MAN?
On page 5 we learned that because God is infinitely Holy, even 
the smallest sin is infinitely offensive to Him.  As a result, an 
infinite payment must be made for the sins of each and every 
person.  Now there are two ways by which an infinite payment 
can  be offered:  a finite person could suffer God’s wrath for an 
infinite period of time, or an infinite person could suffer God’s 
wrath for a finite period of time.  Both yield an infinite payment 
for sin.

1. Man, who is finite, would therefore have to suffer God’s 
wrath for infinity if he were to pay for his own sins.  That is why 
hell is eternal.

2. Jesus Christ, the infinite God in human form, would have 
to suffer God’s wrath for a finite amount of time.  Since He is 
God, the suffering He endured on the cross was a sacrifice of 
infinite value.  Therefore, His death made available the infinite 
payment necessary to pay for the sins of all men throughout all 
ages.

An infinite payment must be made for every man’s sins.  God 
allows each person to decide which payment plan he prefers
 . . . Jesus Christ or eternity in hell.
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GRACE:  A FREE GIFT
The word “grace” means something which is given freely . . . 
without cost or obligation.  For example, if your best friend of-
fered you a gift and you tried to pay him for it, could you still 
call it a gift?  Of course not.  It becomes a debt which he owes 
you the moment he accepts your money!  Your friend would 
probably be insulted, withdraw the gift and say:  “I’m not giving 
this to you because I have to.  It is a gift.  Do you accept my gift 
or not?”

A GIFT:  THE MOMENT YOU OFFER SOMETHING IN
EXCHANGE FOR IT, IT IS NO LONGER A GIFT.

IT BECOMES A DEBT!

Now to him who works, his wages are not counted as 
grace, but as a debt.           Romans 4:4

Only when you had put your money back in your pocket and 
stretched forth your empty hand would he renew his offer and 
extend the gift to you.

The same is true with God’s offer of eternal life.  People try to 
purchase eternal life by obeying the Ten Commandments, living 
a good life, going to church, or some other religious work.  But 
God will not make Himself a debtor to any man!  He does not 
“owe” eternal life to anyone.  He will offer it only as a gift!

GRACE:  IT MUST BE FREE
When man attempts to gain eternal life through his own 
works, he is no longer accepting God’s offer of eternal life as 
a free gift, that is, by “Grace.”

But if it is on the basis of works, then it is no longer grace. 
           Romans 11:6b

Yet it is only by His “grace” that God will save us!

For by grace are you saved through Faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works that anyone 
should boast.     Ephesians 2:8-9

Therefore, Scripture teaches that God withdraws the offer of eter-
nal life from anyone who tries to earn it through their works, thus 
degrading God by seeking to make Him a debtor to sinful man.

For you have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt 
to be justified by the law; you have fallen from grace.
            Galatians 5:4

GOD OFFERS ETERNAL LIFE AS A FREE GIFT.  WE MUST 
EITHER ACCEPT IT AS A FREE GIFT, OR NOT AT ALL.

Therefore, to attempt to gain eternal life through the works of the 
law is to reject the only way in which God offers eternal life, that 
is, by His grace.  And when a man rejects God’s gracious offer of 
eternal life, he is freely choosing to face eternal condemnation.
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the secret thoughts and deeds of another man.  Perhaps then, 
they reasoned, those 18 persons on whom the tower of Si-
loam fell were actually the 18 worst sinners in all Jerusalem.  
God could have gathered them together at the appointed 
time and place to execute his righteous judgment.  This how-
ever would mean that only the very worst sinners are wor-
thy of God’s judgment.  The rest of Jerusalem (those who 
had not been killed by the falling tower) had apparently led 
good enough lives that they were not under God’s judgment.  
To believe this sort of reasoning, however, is to believe that 
salvation is earned by the works of the law.  Jesus warned 
those who believed this way that they were facing eternal 
condemnation.  He commanded them to repent - - to aban-
don all hope of securing a right standing before God by the 
works of the law, and trust in God alone for their salvation.

In Hebrews 9:9-14 the Bible calls sacraments or religious 
rituals through which men try to reach God “dead works.”  
A few chapters earlier, the same author tells us in Hebrews 
6:1 that the “foundation” of the Christian faith is “repentance 
from dead works and faith towards God.”  That is to say, one 
must stop trusting in “dead works” (i.e. religious rituals, sac-
raments, etc.) before he can exercise a genuine saving faith 
in God.

The Biblical command is clear.  If a man believes that his 
religion will get him into heaven, he must repent, (Matthew 
3:7-9).  If he believes that obeying the laws of God are nec-
essary to get him into heaven, he must repent (Luke 13:1-5).  
And if he believes that he must perform some religious ritual 
or sacrament to be saved, he must repent, and stop trusting 
in any of those things to save him (Hebrews 6:1).  Like the 
person on page 14, he must put his “money” back in his 
pocket and accept eternal life as a free gift!

Faith in Jesus will not save you if, while believing that Je-
sus died for your sins, you also believe that you must be 
baptized, go to church, or obey the Ten Commandments to 
“help” get you into heaven.  You cannot simply add Jesus to 
a long list of other things that you must do or be to get to 
heaven.  You must utterly reject all of those other things as 
having no saving value whatsoever and trust in Jesus Christ 
alone.

REPENTANCE
REPENTANCE IS PROBABLY THE MOST MISUNDER-
STOOD WORD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

WHAT SAVING REPENTANCE IS NOT:
1.  Saving repentance is not being sorry for your sins.

2.  Saving repentance is not turning from your sins or reforming 
your life.

3.  Saving repentance is not the willingness to turn your life 
over to God so that He can direct your path.
 Saving repentance has absolutely nothing to do with regretting 
your sins or resolving to turn from them.  God is willing to save 
you just the way you are.          The Bible says:

While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
  Romans 5:8

WHAT SAVING REPENTANCE IS:

Saving repentance is to stop trusting in gaining eternal life 
through religion, religious rituals, or obedience to God’s laws.

The word “repent” comes from the Greek word which means 
“to change one’s mind.”  Those who believe that eternal life 
can be earned through good works are commanded in Scrip-
ture to change their mind or “repent.”  They are told to stop 
trusting in their works, and come to God on the basis of grace 
through faith alone.

In Matthew 3:7-9 some religious men believed that they were 
going to heaven because they were descendents of Abraham, 
the father of the Jewish people.  God Himself had chosen 
the Jewish people and established their religion.  These men 
believed that because they were the right religion that they 
would go to heaven.  John the Baptist told them that they must 
repent.  That is, they must stop trusting in their religion to get 
them to heaven.

Luke 13:1-5 tells of a tower in Jerusalem that collapsed and 
killed 18 people.  The Jewish mind searched for an answer 
for this tragedy.  They realized that only God can know 



TO SUMMARIZE THEN:
Since sin separates man from God, and since Jesus paid for our 
sins at the cross, man can have a relationship with God only 
through Jesus Christ.

Jesus said unto him:  “I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through Me.”    John 14:6

Have you ever believed that 
living up to some standard of 
goodness or performing some 
religious ordinance was neces-
sary to go to heaven?

Are you still trusting in those 
things to save you?

Do you understand what Je-
sus did at the cross for you?

Could you explain it in your 
own words right now?

Has anyone ever explained 
it to you in this way before?

Right now, in the best way you know how, are you trusting in 
what Jesus has done on the cross for you as being all you will 
ever need to take away your sins and assure you a place in 
heaven?

1918

     q   YES          q   NO

Salvation
 Through 1.

Repents from
dead works

JESUS CHRIST

2.
and Believes

Salvation
(being declared “not 
guilty” of all your sins
and being assured of 
eternal life in heaven)

Religion
Water baptism

Attending church
Living a good life

Loving Your Neighbor
Obeying the Ten
 Commandments

Sacraments

A.
That Jesus is God,

B.
That He 
died for 
our sins,

C.
That 

he rose 
again 

from the 
dead.

IS GIVEN 
FREELY TO 
ANYONE 

WHO

IF FAITH IS THE HAND THAT ACCEPTS SALVATION 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, REPENTANCE IS THE HAND 

THAT REJECTS SALVATION BY ANY OTHER MEANS.

Saving faith does not simply affirm that Jesus’ death is “nec-
essary,” it must affirm that His death is enough!  That it is 
sufficient all by itself to pay for your sins apart from any hu-
man effort or good work, and that it is a free gift available 
only through faith, and apart from any human effort or good 
work.  (See Galatians 2:21, 3:10-14, 5:1-4; Romans 4:4-5, 
4:14).

Go back to page 3.  What was your answer to “why God 
should let you into heaven?”  If you said you must be bap-
tized, live a good life, or anything else other than simply 
trusting in Jesus, you must repent.  You must stop trusting in 
any religious things you have done in the past or might do 
in the future, and trust on Christ alone.

    No thanks!
I don’t need any
   of those things
        to be saved!

SAVING REPENTANCE

Salvation Through

Religion
Water baptism

Attending church
Living a good life

Loving Your Neighbor
Obeying the Ten
 Commandments

Sacraments



(See also 1st John 5:10-13).

You can be sure that you 
have truly been saved if 
your life begins to change, 
showing that God has re-
ally come into your life.

You can be sure that you 
have truly been saved if 
you bear the fruit of good 
works.

You can be sure that you 
have truly been saved if 
many years from now 
you are still walking with 
Christ.

You can be sure that you 
have truly been saved if 
you heard the gospel and 
believed it.

According to this verse, how can you be sure that you have 
truly been saved?

Most assuredly I say unto you:

He that hears My Word . . . 

and believes on Him that
sent Me . . . 

has everlasting life . . . 

and shall not come into con-
demnation . . . 
but has passed from death into 
life. 

How certain of this was Jesus?

Have you heard the words 
of Christ in the pages of this 
booklet?

Do you believe that God sent 
Jesus to die in your place?

Does this say that you will 
receive it later, or that you al-
ready have it?

Does the Bible say “might not” 
or “shall not?”

At what moment does one 
pass from death into life?

ASSURANCE
If you have placed your faith in Christ alone, and you were to die 
tonight, do you know for certain that you would go to heaven?

Jesus said:

Most assuredly I say unto you:  He that hears My Word 
and believes on Him that sent Me has everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation, but has passed 
from death into life.      John 5:24

q

q
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ETERNALLY SECURE
If you fall into sin tomorrow or next month, is it possible for 
you to lose your gift of eternal life?

The Bible says:
We are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.  And every priest stands daily ministering 
and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins.  But this man, after He had offered one sacri-
fice for sins for ever [past, present and future] sat down at the 
right hand of God . . . For by one offering has He perfected for-
ever those who are being sanctified.          Hebrews 10:10-12, 14

According to the Bible, for which of your sins did Jesus pay 
when He died?

q    Your past sins.

q    Your past and present sins.

q    All your sins forever:  past, present and future.

According to this verse, how often are you sanctified (made 
holy) by the death of Jesus Christ?

q

q

q

q

Once a week. 

Once a month.

Once every time you confess 
your latest sins and ask for-
giveness.

Once for all.

ETERNAL SECURITY:  A NECESSARY
CONCLUSION OF OUR LORD’S DEATH

One does not lose the gift of eternal life because of sin.  
That’s the very reason that Christ died . . . to pay for your 
sins!  It is because He died for all sins forever – past, present 
and future—that He is able once and for all to declare you 
not guilty . . . not only of our past sins, but of all your sins:  
past, present and future!  To refuse to believe this is to refuse 
to believe the very gospel itself!  (Review pages 7-11).

q

q



ETERNAL SECURITY:  A NECESSARY 
CONCLUSION OF GRACE
If after you had trusted Christ you were required to keep the 
laws of God to “stay saved” . . . 
          YES   NO

Therefore, if someone flatly denies the Bible’s teaching on 
the eternal security of the believer, how is he actually try-
ing to reach God, by grace, or by the works of the law?

_________________________________
Can anyone be justified (saved) in this way?  (Review pages 
14-15.)  How does the Bible say that a man is justified?  (See 
Romans 3:28 for help). _____________________________

___________________________________
In another passage of the Bible, Jesus said:

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol-
low me.  And I give unto them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand.  My father, who has given them unto Me is greater 
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of My 
Father’s hand.    John 10:27-29

In the above verse, what type of life did Jesus say he gives?

q  Temporary          q  Conditional          q  Eternal

If it is truly eternal as Jesus said, could it ever be lost?____

Could you honestly say that 
eternal life was by grace (a free 
gift)?

  OR

Would that imply that your 
salvation ultimately depended 
upon the works of the law?

 q   q

 q   q

22 23

In the above verse, whom did Jesus say was greater than all?

_____________________________________
How great would someone have to be to take himself out of 

God’s grip?_____________________________

Are you greater than God the Father?  _________________

In light of this verse, if you have believed the gospel of salva-
tion, is it even possible for you to do something that would 
result in God’s eternal condemnation?  __________

(For additional passages on eternal security see:  Romans 8:37-
39; Ephesians 1:13-14; John 6:37-40; Hebrews 13:5).

SHALL WE CONTINUE TO SIN THEN?
Although no sin can ever deprive a believer of the eternal life 
that was freely bestowed upon him once and for all, sin never-
theless has grave consequences both in this life and in the life 
to come.

Firstly, there are natural consequences of sin.
A person who drinks to excess may kill himself or an innocent 
victim in an automobile accident.  One who engages in immoral 
activity may contract AIDS and die.  Knowing Christ as Savior 
will save one from hell, but it will not save one from the natural 
consequences of sinful or foolish living.  (See Galatians 6:7-8; 
James 2:14-17).

Secondly, there are eternal consequences for sin.
Receiving a free ticket to a sports event guarantees one entrance 
into the stadium, but it does not guarantee one a front row seat.  
Similarly, receiving the free gift of eternal life through faith in Je-
sus Christ guarantees a person entrance into God’s eternal king-
dom, but in no way guarantees one an exalted position in that 
kingdom!  Our position in heaven and the rewards associated 
with that position are totally dependent upon the holy life and 
godly works which we manifest in this lifetime (1st Corinthians 
3:11-17; 9:24-27; 2nd Corinthians 5:10-11).  While the plea-
sures of sin in this life may at times appear more important than 
some distant hope of future rewards in heaven, Scripture teaches 
that those who barter away their “inheritance” (their future re-
wards in heaven) for the pleasures of sin will one day weep un-
controllably when they see the unspeakable rewards which they 
forfeited when they pursued their own sinful pleasures in this 
lifetime.  (Hebrews 12:14-17; Luke 19:11-27; Matthew 25:14-
30).
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2. Don’t try to gain assurance of your relationship with 
Christ or grow in spiritual truth through “mystical feelings” or 
“quiet little voices” inside your head.  What we “feel” in our 
heart is no more reliable a guide to spiritual truth than it is to 
truths concerning mathematics or geography.  Would you try to 
drive hundreds of miles of back country roads in the fog without 
a roadmap simply by trusting your “feelings?”  Of course not!  
And yet this is how many people foolishly try to live their Chris-
tian lives!
3. In order for us to grow in spiritual truth, God has given us 
a source of truth that is sure and steadfast.  It is called the Bible.  
Try to read your Bible every day.  Start by reading the Book of 
Galatians.  It is St. Paul’s defense of the gospel and the doctrine 
of grace.  Read one chapter each day until you have read the 
entire book (six chapters) five times.  This will take one month.  
In the next month, read through the entire book once a day. This 
will firmly establish you in some of the most basic and important 
doctrines of the Christian faith, providing the kind of foundation 
that is essential for sound Christian growth.

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
Romans 10:17

4. Once you have become rooted in your understanding of 
the gospel, find a good church.  To do this, ask the pastor how 
one gets to heaven.  If he says it is through living a good life, 
obeying the Ten Commandments, baptism, confession, church 
membership, or some other incorrect answer—turn around and 
look for another church.  If the pastor doesn’t even know the gos-
pel, the most basic belief of the Christian faith, then he doesn’t 
even know the first thing about Christianity!  Why would you 
want to go to a church where the pastor doesn’t even know how 
to get to heaven?  Find a good church!

Feelings may be 
the whisperings 

of Satan.

Build your faith 
on the

Word of God.

Feelings
Tingly Sensations

Voices from Heaven
Overnight Spirituality
Mystical Experiences
Bolts of Lightening

Liver Quivers

The

BIBLE

GET ROOTED IN YOUR FAITH
In the coming days Satan will begin an assault on you in an attempt 
to undermine your faith in Christ.  (1 Peter 5:8; Ephesians 6:16; 
Matthew 13:3-23).

Some of his specific goals are:
1. To plant seeds of doubt and despair in order to rob you of 
            the joy and assurance of your eternal life.
2. To lead you astray in order to keep you from growing in the 
            knowledge of the truth, and
3. To keep you from sharing your faith in Christ with others.  

Here are some tips on how to stand firm against his attack.

Get rooted in
your faith so
 that you can
  withstand
      the fiery
       darts
          of the
           wicked
            one.

THE SHIELD OF FAITH:  EPHESIANS 6:10-17
1. Since the gospel is the cornerstone of the Christian faith, 
Satan will immediately begin his attack by trying to confuse you 
about the truth of the gospel.  To withstand the assault you are about 
to face, you must become firmly rooted in the truth of the gos-
pel.  To do this, determine right now that you will read this booklet 
once a day for an entire month.  Don’t stop after ten or fifteen days 
even if you have memorized it!  And above all, don’t let Satan dis-
courage you by telling you that you “don’t have time,” or that you 
have “more important things to do.”  This is a classic lie of Satan.  
Don’t believe it.  (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23, 8:21-22; Luke 10:38-42, 
12:16-31, 14:16-20; Ephesians 5:16).

F
 A
 I
  T
 H

Lies

Doubt

Despair



THANK GOD DAILY
According to the Bible, many wonderful things happened to you 
the moment you understood the gospel and trusted in Christ alone 
as your Savior.
è You received a pardon for all your past, present and
         future sins.              (Romans 5:1)
è You received eternal life as a free gift.   (John 5:24, 10:28)
è You are assured of going to heaven.   (John 14:1-3)
è You became a child of God.  (John 1:12)
è You have a friend who understands what you are going
 through, and is there to help you in time of need.

(Hebrews 2:18, 4:15-16; Psalm 68:5)
In Luke 17:11-19, Jesus cleansed ten lepers, and nine of them went 
their merry way without so much as stopping to thank Him!  So 
that you don’t follow the example of the nine ungrateful lepers, 
you can show your thanks to God for what He has done for you 
by living your life in a manner that is pleasing to Him, obeying His 
commandments and walking according to His Word.  (Luke 7:40-
43; 1st John 4:19, John 14:21).

SHARE THE GOSPEL
Imagine that one day you are walking down a sidewalk, and a 
piano that was being hoisted into a tenth story apartment breaks 
loose, and is falling toward you without your knowledge.  All of a 
sudden, someone you have never met runs over to you and pushes 
you out of the way to save you, only to be crushed himself by the 
falling piano.  As he lies dying, his trembling hand takes a letter 
from his pocket, and he asks you to take it and deliver it for him.  
Would you?  Of course you would!

Jesus, who died to save you, has left such a letter with you.  That 
letter is called The Gospel.  “And He said to them, ‘Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature,’” Mark 16:15.  
(Also see Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8, Romans 10:14-15).  Are you 
willing to take the letter that Jesus has left with you and try to do 
as He has asked?

If you are, simply ask a friend or an acquaintance:  “Has anyone 
ever shown you from the Bible how you can know for certain that 
you will go to heaven when you die?”  If they say “no,” simply ask 
“May I?”  Most people will be eager to find out how they can know 
this for sure.  If they are interested, simply sit down and take time to 
share this little booklet with them.  They will be eternally grateful!
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ABOUT THE GOSPEL BOOKLET
    Today a variety of “gospel” messages flood the air waves and 
pulpits across the globe.  They range from sentimental overtures en-
couraging the lost sinner to “invite Jesus into his heart,” to threat-
ening admonitions requiring the unbeliever to “repent of his sins.”  
Not surprisingly, believer and unbeliever alike have been left in a 
state of total confusion.  Even when the gospel is proclaimed clearly 
and accurately, the hearer will often filter the words of the evange-
list through a preexisting grid of false gospels which he has already 
heard, and still fail to understand the saving message of Jesus Christ.  
With this in mind, the Gospel Booklet was written not only to ex-
plain and illustrate those concepts essential to saving faith such as 
our Lord’s atoning death and the doctrine of grace, but to address 
and correct much of the false teaching that is so often associated 
with the Christian gospel.  Clarifying so many complex theological 
issues in this short, easy-to-read booklet took close to five years of 
writing and editing.  We know of no booklet in print today that pres-
ents the gospel more clearly or accurately.
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   Ron Shea attended Villanova University on a full scholarship 
through the United States Navy, where he earned a Bachelor of Elec-
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